July 13th, 2008
Hi
Not much to write about. I am still having problems with my computer – there is still no sound. An earlier problem with speed is now solved. This was caused by Microsoft themselves!! I have Windows XP SP2 and my computer is set to receive automatically upgrades from Microsoft (MS). Well, one upgrade was from SP2 to SP3 that caused problems. The MS help website admitted this and provided a fix. In the worst case, you can always re-install Windows but, of course, you lose all your data as you are re-setting the computer to the time it was bought. For practice, I did this with the old ‘Tiny’ computer. It eventually worked, though not according to the instructions given. I just hope that everything of importance from the old computer had been transferred to the present computer. 
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Finally got round to viewing the two DVDs about the battle for Iwo Jima that Gavin sent to me. Surprisingly, I liked “Letters from Iwo Jima” better even though the dialogue was all in Japanese with English captions. However, I can’t help thinking that the view of the Japanese military presented was somewhat sanitised as they were nowhere as fanatical as we have always been told. The commander, General Kuribayashi was even very ‘human’ which might be correct as he had been to the US and educated (?) there as had Admiral Yamamoto. Consequently, they knew that Americans were quite different from what the propaganda was telling the Japanese people. In “Flags of our Fathers”, I am afraid that I was always getting confused with the people in the story and the relationships between them, especially later in the movie after the three marines had returned to the US. I have a question that you may be able to answer, Gavin. One of the three marines was in naval uniform so I assume he was part of the naval arm of the Marines. If so, why was he fighting on land rather than being of one of the Marines’ naval craft? 
Yesterday, SA beat NZ 30-28 in Dunedin in their second Tri-nations match. This is just the first win against NZ that SA has had at Carrisbrook Park and it only the fourth loss that the ABs have had at that ground. In the singing of the national anthems before the match, the NZ anthem was sung by the mayor of Dunedin, who has a great bass voice and interestingly, is of Chinese descent. (So that there are at least two towns in NZ that I now know of which have a Chinese mayor, the other being Gisborne, which I have mentioned earlier.) About the Tri-nations, yes, the number of tests one country plays against another has been increased from two to three. But I don’t know the reason. 
In HK, the government still wants to donate $10 billion for reconstruction following the Sichuan earthquake, but this will now be spread over five years at $2 billion a year. Also, It is to be used for specific construction projects, such as schools, which can be monitored more closely, rather than handing over cash, which corrupt officials may pocket. 
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I returned “Gulliver’s Travels” to the public library. It is quite an amazing book really; I will read it again sometime. As I mentioned, George Orwell read it six times. So this time I borrowed Orwell’s “Nineteen Eighty-Four” (the title uses words and not the number 1984). It is also a ‘relief’ to read a story without having to refer to hundreds of notes in order to understand it. 

That seems to be it for now. 
Cheers
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